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1 . IN MY PEB 21 MEETING WITH MINSTATE POR POREIGN APPAIRS 
RASHID ABDALLAH, HE CONFIRMED REPORT WE HAD EARLIER HEARD PROM 
VARIOUS SOURCES THAT ZAPATA OIL RIG HAD STOPPED OPPHORE DRILLING 
OPERATIONS WEEK AGO. ABDALLAH SAID THE REASON WAS NOT BECAUSE 
RAS AL KHAIMAH HAD RUN OUT OP MONEY OR BECAUSE OP OMANI GUNBOATS 
CIRCLING THE RIG BUT BECAUSE THEY HAD FOUND NO OIL THAT COULD 

BE COMMERCIALLY EXPLOITABLE. ABDALLAH DID SAY, HOWEVER, THAT BY 
REMOVING THE RIG AND TERMINATING PURTHER DRILLING OPERATIONS IN 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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THE ARA, IT WOULD CLARIPY THE ATMOSPHERE WHEN UAE PRESIDENT 
SHAIKH ZAYID AND SULTAN QABUS OP OMAN NEXT DISCUSS BOUNDARY 
PROBLEMS. HE THOUGHT THIS WOULD OCCUR SOON AFTER QABUS 
RETURNS PRON HIS VACATION IN THE UK NOW THAT ZAYID IS BACK PROM 
PAKISTAN. 

2. SINCE PREPARING ABOVE, BRITISH AMBASSADOR ROBERTS HAS ALSO 
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CONFIRMED TO US THAT DRILLING HAS BEEN STOPPED AND THE DRILL 
HOLE IS BEING PLUGGED TEMPORARILY. HE UNDERSTANDS THIS IS 
BECAUSE THE EXPLORATION PHASE MAY HAVE BEEN COMPLETED AND THAT 
WHILE SOME OIL HAS BEEN EOUND, IT IS PROBABLY OP MARGINAL COMMER- 
CIAL VALUE. 

DIEKMAN 


CONPIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: OFFSHORE DRILLING, PETROLEUM, RAS AL-KHAIMAH 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 21 feb 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978ABUDH00485 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780077-1079 

Format: TEL 
From: ABU DHABI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780235/aaaabdbo.tel 

Line Count: 68 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 71 1 1 61 d3-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 ABU DHABI 371 , 78 ABU DHABI 285 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3542015 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TERMINATION OF RAK OFFSHORE DRILLING OPERATIONS 
TAGS: PBOR, ENRG, MU, TC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/71 1 1 61 d3-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



